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    RIDGEDALE — Terry Gross and her husband’s cousin, Ken Gross, were sitting on 

the porch outside the house she shares with her husband and father-in-law Tuesday. 

    A hummingbird paused at a bird feeder for a moment before flitting away, 

delighting Terry Gross, who exclaimed, “Hi, pretty.” 

    The Grosses said they are worried these kinds of scenes will disappear if a 

65,000-seat, three-quarter-mile racetrack is constructed less than a half-mile from 

their homes on Thunderbird Road. 

     “I woke up yesterday and there was a deer in my garden,” Terry Gross said. 

“Wouldn’t you want to see that? That won’t happen anymore with a racetrack here.” 

    Ken Gross said his family has lived here for generations, and he and many others 

do still live in houses on Thunderbird Road. 

     “You can still see the original wagon trail from people who came here,” he said. “I 

learned to ride my bike on this street. ... I remember harvesting rabbits out of our 

hutch, working in the garden. There’s an underground cave over there I used to 

crawl in back when I was Huckleberry Finn’s age.” 

    The Grosses shared several concerns about the racetrack project, now known as 

the Branson Sports Entertainment Complex. 

    But their first worry is the noise. 

    Terry Gross said she knows people who live more than a mile from Charlotte 

Motor Speedway in North Carolina, and the race-day noise is still so loud they can’t 

hear their TV. 

    “I couldn’t live with the noise,” she said. “I would have to move.” 

    Ken Gross said he feels like he is being “displaced” by the project. 

    “I kind of feel like an Indian being chased by the cowboys, to be honest,” he said. 

“I don’t know where else I could go.” 

    The Grosses are not alone in their opposition. An increasingly organized group of 

residents from nearby communities is growing steadily. 

    Stacy Whitfield, who lives with her husband on Whitfield Lane, hosted their first 

meeting last Saturday. She has also begun circulating informal petitions residents 

can sign supporting or opposing the racetrack. 

    Thursday, Whitfield said the opposing petition had 35 signatures; the other one 

had zero. 



     “My hope is that it doesn’t go through,” Whitfield said of the proposal. “But if it 

does go through, we’re trying to make sure it doesn’t affect us as bad as we believe 

it’s going to.” 

     Whitfield and another member of the opposition, her neighbor, Tammy Pascoe, 

attended a private meet-and-greet last week the complex team hosted for the 

project’s closest neighbors. They both said the information they received did little to 

alleviate their concerns. 

      “There is absolutely a feeling of distrust,” Pascoe said of some residents’ feelings 

toward the team. “I feel like a lot of liberties were taken in the project.” 

    Pascoe described residents as “deeply concerned” about issues like noise, ambient 

light, traffic and the impact on the environment. 

     “I feel like with all we’ve done to bring tourism in, we’ve forgotten about the 

backbone of this county that’s made it what it is,” Pascoe said. 

    Jim Duncan, who lives with his wife and four teenage children on Whitfield Lane, 

said he works in Springfield and is willing to move, though he added that’s not an 

option for some retirees who live in the area. The primary concern for Duncan, who 

works in real estate, was how the racetrack might negatively affect property values. 

    He said realty experts were present at the meet-and-greet he attended, and while 

they said the project could increase property values, they mostly “stayed away from 

that conversation.” 

     “I could see that commercial property values would go up, but for us living here, 

I seriously doubt residential property values would go up,” he said. “Not a lot of 

people are lining up to live next to a racetrack.” 

    Duncan said not all residents he’s spoken with are trying to fight the project 

directly. 

     “Some aren’t sure if we can fight it or not, but we can stick together and make 

sure we’re dealt fairly with,” he said. 

    The proposal is currently before the Taney County Planning Commission. The 

second step in a three-phase process, a public hearing, is scheduled for July 11. 

     “I will be there on the 11th,” Ken Gross said. “I’ll quit my job if I have to.” 

    His cousin said she’s not against racing, and she understands developer Russell 

Cook, the owner of the property and visionary for the project, has the right to do 

what he wants with his land. 

     “But when it disrupts us, his neighbors, I feel like he should have more 

consideration,” Terry Gross said. “I’m not against his having a business, but this is 

not a business area. This is our lives. We grow stuff here.” 

Online link: http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_free/article_0c9fe16c-9ead-11e0-

bcfd-001cc4c002e0.html 


