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    Approximately 300 people lined Expressway Lane outside The Mansion Theatre 

before the Charlie Daniels Band’s concert Thursday night for a peaceful 

demonstration in anticipation of a planned protest by Westboro Baptist Church, of 

Topeka, Kan. 

   As it turned out, the counter-protest was unnecessary, as Westboro reportedly 

never showed. However, many demonstrators said they were still thankful for the 

opportunity to show their support for America, its military and the Christian faith. 

    “Of all the towns they could have picked, this one was not a good choice for 

them,” Barbara Fairchild, a local entertainer, said with a grin. 

    “When you mess with the veterans, you’re messing with Branson, because we 

love them here.” 

    Fairchild was one of a number of entertainers who participated Thursday night. 

    The diverse crowd also included active military and veterans, high school 

students, young children, Tea Party members and a biker group. 

    Many of the demonstrators held homemade or professional signs, bearing 

religious and patriotic messages, as well as a few that took digs at Westboro or its 

members. 

    According to the posting on the church’s online schedule, Westboro had planned 

to protest Daniels due to several statements he had made against their actions, 

which include picketing soldiers’ funerals and desecrating American flags. 

    “Charlie Daniels is a wonderful Christian man,” Fairchild said. “He stands for the 

love of God. And these people, doing what they do in the name of God, is just 

ridiculous.” 

    Larry Whitworth, of Reeds Spring, who was standing nearby and holding no less 

than three signs, said the church, which is actually unaffiliated with any Baptist 

association, offends him as a Christian. 

    “I’m totally opposed to everything they believe in,” Whitworth said. “When they 

use the word ‘god,’ they’re not talking about my God.” 

    But it was not only Christians who said they find Westboro’s  anti-America, anti-

military and anti-homosexual messages distasteful. 

    “Westboro Baptist Church is more hypocritical than people who aren’t Christian,” 

said Stephanie Mackey, a junior at Branson High School who described herself as 

agnostic. “They give a bad name to Christians everywhere.” 



    Missouri State Highway Patrol troopers and Branson police officers, who were on 

hand, said that as far as they could tell, the Westboro protesters had never 

appeared. 

    Several demonstrators said they were disappointed with this development. 

    “If we weren’t here, then they would be,” said Jesse Johnson, an Army food 

service specialist. “So we won, but it’s not a satisfying victory. It’s like winning on a 

scratch.” 

    On the other hand, Tera Sukman, a member of Tea Party Patriot Headquarters,  

was pleased with the no-show. 

    “Mission accomplished,” she said. 

    Sukman, who helped organize the event and handed out American and “Don’t 

Tread on Me” flags, said the demonstration “wasn’t a protest.” 

    “This is about supporting our troops,” Sukman said, adding that she was “so 

proud” of those who turned up, but their number didn’t surprise her. “I think it just 

shows the magnitude of how much we are behind our country.” 

    Members of the 5th District Honor Guard, from American Veterans Post 114 in 

Flemington, said they came “for the soldiers.” 

    “We go anywhere people are putting down the country or bad-mouthing our 

troops,” Sgt. Maj. Gary Morgan said. 

    Several attendees acknowledged that Westboro’s freedom of speech is protected 

by the First Amendment, even though they personally find it “inappropriate.” 

    “I told a friend of mine, who just retired from the (U.S.) Army, that I was coming 

to this,” Branson resident Lyle Stanley said. “He said he was mad about (Westboro), 

but he fought to give them that right.” 

    Daniels himself had delivered similar sentiments when asked about the protest 

earlier this week. 

    “It’s a free country,” Daniels said. “They can say what they want, and I can say 

what I want.” 

    The demonstration was peaceful and generally light-hearted, as attendees joked 

with one another and encouraged passing drivers to show their support by honking, 

which many did. Twice, an impromptu chorus of “God Bless America” broke out. 

    Most of the protesters dissipated around 8 p.m., when Daniels’ concert began. 

    Requests for comment from Westboro were not returned by press time. 

Online link: http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_free/article_5717f010-72b4-

11e0-9a88-001cc4c03286.html 


