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    Several guests of the Showboat Branson Belle last week said that they were 

wowed by emcee Christopher James’s magic act. 

    “He’s really, really good,” said Betty Cooney, of Des Moines, Iowa. “He’s 

awesome. I still don’t know how he did it.” 

    But as impressive as James’s illusionary talents may be, perhaps even more 

amazing is the story of how — and why — he learned to do it in the first place. 

    About 15 years ago, while studying at Youngstown State University in Ohio, James 

enlisted in the U.S. Navy, with the goal of becoming a nuclear engineer. 

    “I joined the Navy and sold everything that I had,” James said. “I went for basic 

training, then I had an accident.” 

    The devastating accident, which occurred while James was helping teach a 

children’s martial arts class, paralyzed his entire left side. Adding to the injury, Navy 

officials met James after he awoke in the hospital to tell him he had been discharged 

from the service. 

    “I had to restart everything,” James said. “I had to restart my whole life.” 

    It was during physical therapy  that James began teaching himself sleight of hand, 

determined to regain the use of his left arm. 

    “I was doing magic as a hobby before that, but that’s when I really started doing 

it,” James said. “Card manipulation and things like that. It was to learn to use my 

hand again.” 

    After surgery, which installed steel plates in his left arm, and months of 

“frustrating” therapy, he began to regain feeling and function bit by bit. 

    “I hated doing physical therapy. It was awful,” he said with a chuckle. “You’re just 

sitting there, willing your thumb to move. I needed something fun.” 

    Although he still cannot use his left hand with the same dexterity as his right, he 

has recovered to the point that the injury is practically unnoticeable. 

    To this day, his performances on the Showboat include a segment in which he 

manipulates a card, making it seem to disappear. He said he has retained the trick 

because of the significance it has for him. 

    “I do it real quick on stage, just as a little throw-away,” James said. “But I leave 

that trick in just because I’m proud that I can actually do it. No one knows that 15 

years ago I couldn’t even move. It’s my proof that I overcame that.” 

    While still living in Ohio, James started a paper supply company, through which he 

was able to start performing magic at  schools and birthday parties. Soon after, he 



started a school program called “The Amazing Kids Show,” which at one point was 

being seen at 300 assemblies a year. 

    In the show, James would do tricks while teaching about values like patriotism, 

respect and overcoming life’s difficulties. He got his first jobs performing at resorts, 

cruise ships and large corporate events from parents who saw “Amazing Kids.” 

    “Everything goes back to that accident,” James said. “It all goes back to me 

having this stupid accident and trying to do magic to feel better.” 

Online link: http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_free/article_e7a6f950-9933-

11e0-b570-001cc4c03286.html 

 


