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    Daniel Lawrence Whitney, better known as Larry the Cable Guy, said it’s not 

uncommon to hear critics accuse him of “making fun of the South.” 

    But in a phone interview Wednesday, Whitney said that’s not what his comedy is 

about. 

    “I’m not poking fun at southern people,” Whitney said. “Why would I make fun of 

them? I am one of them.” 

    Whitney was born and raised in southeast Nebraska, but he attended college in 

Georgia and has lived in Florida more than three decades. His tongue-in-cheek 

argument that his southern credentials are still intact despite his Nebraska roots is 

that he lived and worked on a pig farm for 15 years. 

    Whitney said his background has allowed him to connect with his audiences. 

    “It wasn’t hard to get in the character. I know what we laugh at,” he said. “And I 

know not all southerners do the things I talk about, but we all know somebody that’s 

like that or has done that or said that. It’s more of an homage than anything else.” 

    Whitney said he may not really be a “cable guy,” but his blue-collar personality is 

no act. 

    “I’m just a regular guy. I have a family, and I’m just trying to make a living,” 

Whitney said. “I don’t try to act like I’m better than someone who’s driving a truck or 

working on a farm, and I’m not any better than them. I just have a different job.” 

    Whitney, who has no accent off-stage, said he developed his imitation accent from 

years of living in Florida. 

    He began doing stand-up in 1985, and four years later, he tried out a new 

character: a “cable installer.” The audience loved it, so he made it a permanent part 

of his routine. 

    In 1991, a local radio station asked him to do a call-in segment as the character. 

And before he took his show on the road, so to speak, “Larry the Cable Guy” was 

being heard on 27 different radio stations. 

    “So when I started touring, it only made sense to do it as Larry the Cable Guy,” 

he said. “It started out as just a small part of my act. I never thought in a million 

years that it would turn into what it’s turned into.” 

    Now Whitney has his own TV show, “Only in America with Larry the Cable Guy,” 

which was renewed after a highly rated first season. And while his trademark plaid 

shirt and baseball cap are nowhere to be seen, his voice is a big part of the 

blockbuster Pixar films “Cars” and “Cars 2.” 



    “It’s pretty cool,” Whitney said of his experience in the movies. “You know, a lot of 

people, even big celebrities, want to be a character in a Pixar movie, and I’ve been 

given the chance to be in two.” 

    Whitney attributes his success to a number of factors, including his devotion to his 

fans, whom he said he treats “like family.” 

    “I love my fans,” he said. “I’m just glad they think I’m funny and they like what I 

do. I’m not trying to be the president of the United States, I’m just trying to make 

people laugh.” 

    He said Larry the Cable Guy has been good for his career because it forced him 

outside his comfort zone, and he continues to keep the character updated. He said 

that, unlike when he started, he is now able to use real examples from his life of 

being married and raising a family. 

    “There are a lot of comedians who are really funny, but they never go anywhere 

because they use a lot of the same material,” Whitney said. “I enjoy doing the 

character, but one of the reasons I first started doing it was to keep from being 

stagnant. It forced me to write a lot more.” 

    Whitney said he’s looking forward to his visit to the Tri-Lakes Area in a couple of 

weeks, when he performs at the Black Oak Mountain Amphitheater with fellow 

comedian Reno Collier. 

    “Every time I do a show, it’s a blast,” Whitney said. “I’m going to give (the 

audience) a lot of new material, and I think they’ll walk away thinking they got their 

money’s worth.” 

Online link: http://bransontrilakesnews.com/news_free/article_d471dfa6-bfa5-11e0-
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